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« 
T. 1926. 


Iowa Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 


Executive Office, Burlington, Oct.2, 1846. 


Sir: 

The annual report called for by the rules and regulations, 
showing the condition of the Indian tribes within this Superin- 
tendency, would have been submitted at an earlier day, but for the 
fact that the report,&c., from the St.Peters Agency was not re- 
ceived until within the present week, thereby depriving me of the 
data and information necessary to its enlightened preparation. 

It is now most respectfully submitted, with such suggestions as 
commend themselves to my mind as proper and called for. 

Since the removal of the Sacs and Foxes to their new home 
South and West of the Missouri river, but two tribes or nations 
of Indians have been embraced within the Iowa Superintendency, viz: 
the Winnebagoes, and the Sioux. The Winnebagoes, according to 
the accompanying report of the Sub-Agent, number between twenty 
four and twenty five hundred; they are located upon & strip of 
country forty miles in width, extending from the Missippi to the 
Des Moines, a direct line commencing at the mouth of the Upper 
Towa, on the first mentioned river, and terminating at the second 
fork of the Des Moines, passing through its centre. This country 
was ceded to the United States by the Sacs and Foxes and Sioux, 
in the treaty of 15th July, 1830; and, from the fact that it inter- 


posed a barrier between these warlike and hostile tribes, has since 


M 234-362-615 


been called the "Neutral Ground." The Indian right of occupancy 
extend only as far from the Mississippi river as the East fork of 
the Red Cedar, but they are secured in the right to hunt as far 
West as the Des Moines, which makes the entire country theirs for 
all useful purposes. Although beautiful to behold, and unsur- 
passed in the advantages which it presents for agricultural pur- 
suits, its comparative destitution of game, joined with other de- 
ficiencies of an important character, render it less suitable 

to the wants of an Indian population than many other regions. In 
this respect it is acknowledged to be far inferior to the former 
home of the Winnebagoes,in Wisconsin; to which fact, doubtless, 
is to be attributed the disposition they have constantly manifested 
to return to the east bank of the Mississippi. Still, although 
not esteeming their home very highly, the repeated failures which 
have attended the efforts of the Government to extinguish their 
possessory right show a singular unwillingness on the part of the 
Indians to dispose of it. This feeling, I have reason to be- 
lieve, is in consequence of a belief which has obtained general 
prevalence among the tribe, that they are to be secured in no final 
resting place - that, if they accept the overtures of the govern- 
ment, in a very few years they will be required to remove from 
any new home which may be assigned them, again, in the natural 
course of events, and the fulfilment of destiny, to be driven to 
some point still more remote from the graves of their ancestors, 
and perhaps to a country less adapted to their peculiar wants, 


and a climate less conge@ial to their tastes and habits. They 
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cite, with much apparent plausibility, the history of their past 
transactions with the government as illustration of the fate that 
awaits them if they again consent to remove; and refer feelingly 
and eloquently, to the superiority of the country formerly owned 
by them on the Fox, Rock and Wisconsin rivers, over that which 
they at present inhabit. 

Notwithstanding all this, I still believe it possible to 
effect a purchase of the Neutral Ground, provided a satisfactory 
home can be offered to the Indians; and being thoroughly convinced 
that such a consumation would be beneficial in the highest degree 
to both parties, I cling to the hope that a final arrangement 
to that effect will be entered into with the delegation of chiefs 
now at Washington. A great and increasing objection with the 
Winnebagoe to their present residence is its proximity to the white 
settlements; they are not slow to perceive the hurtful and per- 
nicious influences resulting from the intercourse which necessari- 
ly attends this proximity, and would gladly be relieved from then. 
While they remain where they are they cannot hope to escape this 
prolific source of evil and collision, which, instead of abating, 
must continue to increase. They have no choice, therefore, left 
but to continue in their present country and submit to the contam- 
inating influences of civilized men, goaded on by cupidity and 
avarice, or to betake themselves to a new home, where, for a time 
at least, and to a limited extent,they will be free from encroach- 

asa trike: much Gerero te habelgiaf.drunkenme sd, 
ment and annoyance. Although, they évince upon all‘ occasions 


such a correct appreciation of the evils brought upon them by the 
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facilities at present afforded of obtaining liquor, that, to free 
themselves from the temptation, I entertain but little doubt they 
will give their consent to remove, in the event of a suitable lo- 
cation being offered them - Whiskey,during a portion of the past 
summer, has been sold to them with great impunity; for several 
weeks the usual restraint imposed by the presence of dragoons at 
Fort Atkinson was withdrawn, which afforded an opportunity for a 
golden harvest to dealers in this illicit commerce; but recently 
a volunteer mounted force has been stationed there, specially 
charged with the suppression of the infamous traffic, from which 
some good may be expected. 

The progress of the Winnebagoss in agricultural pursuits, 
has,it will be seen from the report of their Sub-Agent, een quite 
flattering within the past year; and if their advance in learning 
and education has not come up to what might be hoped for, there 
is evidence of capacity among theif youth greatly exceeding that 
which many have been disposed to award to savage minds. .From a 
people depending exclusively on the chase for subsistence, and 
entertaining what seemed to be an insuperable aversion to the art 
of husbandry,they have not only got -0 be the patrons of agricul- 
ture,but a number of them have absolutely become practical culti- 
vators of the soil. During a visit which,in the discharge of 
my duty I was called on to pay to the Agency in the month of 
August last, I had not opportunity of witnessing the farming op- 
erations carried on by and for the benefit of the Winnebagoes, 


and was highly gratified at the evidence thus afforded me of their 
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growing disposition to betake themselves to the pursuits and to 
live after the mamer of the white man. The awkwardness which at- 
tended their first attempts in the use of farming utensils, if it 
has not wholly disappeared,is certainly much less striking; while 
a tolerably good knowledge of the use of various implements of 
handicraft has been imparted to a considerable number of the tribe. 
The exercises which upon this occasion I witnessed in the school 
were of the most interesting character, fully confirming the im- 
pression previously entertained by me as to the utility and useful=ə 
ness of that institution. It is highly creditable to the govern- 
ment, that, in the guardianship which it exercises over these peo- 
ple, it afford them the means of education and intellectual cul- 
ture. Without these civilization would be mockery, if not an ab- 
solute curse - 

The chief, and indeed I might say the Only Sererce of trou- 
ble with the Winnebagoes, for the last several years, hus been 
the difficulty of restraining them within their own proper limits, 
as designated in the treaty under which they hold the lands which 
they at present occupy. Entertaining a strong partiality for 
their former home in Wisconsin and with nothing but the Mississippi 
river to separate them from it, they have persevered in the prac- 
tice of visiting it in considerable numbers, to the great annoy- 
ance of the white settlers, and despite the efforts, coercive as 
well as persuasive, which have been made to prevent them from so 


doing. During one of these visits the past winter a collision 
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took place between the intruders and citizens, some distance up 
the Wisconsin, which resulted in the death of two of the Indians, 
and the forcible expulsion of the others from the eastern side of 
the river. The occurrence gave rise to some excitement, and fears 
were entertained of further difficulty; but the Indians admonished 
of their danger, quietly returned to their assigned country, and 
have since abstained from further acts of trespass. A judicious 
arrangement made by the Agent, by which those most in the habit 

of leaving their lands,have been located on the Red Cedar, thus 
removing them as far as possible from the Mississippi, will, I 
think, prevent a recurrence of similar troubles in future. 

The annuities paid the Winnebagoes, in proportion to popu- 
lation, exceed those of any other tribe of which I have any knowl- 
edge. In money, forty eight thousand dollars is unnually dis- 
tributed among them, while nearly an equal sum is invested for 
their benefit in the purchase of provisions, clothing, guns, am- 
munition,&éc., and for farming and educational purposes. With such 
means it might reasonably be concluded that they ure a contented 
and happy people, in the enjoyment of many of the comforts of life; 
but the reverse of the case is the fact. The money annuity is 
scarcely paid to them before it finds its way into the hands of the 


traders; and the goods and provisions, or at least a considerable 


portion of them, are as speedily turned over to the whiskey sellers 


in exchange for the poisonous article in which they deal. In 
way the Indians are enabled to gratify the craving of their ap- 
petites for intoxicating liquors, thereby appropriating the sup- 


plies furnished them by the government to the purposes of self- 
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destruction. It is no uncormon occurrence for an Indian to leave 
one of these dens of infamy stript of his horse, gun, blanket, 

and indeed everything belonging to him of the slightest value. 

The consequence is, that before the next payment he finds himself 
reduced to extreme want, and has no choice left but to apply to 
the traders to be relieved from destitution and suffering brought 
upon him by his own imprudence. I regret to say that it is not 

in my power to suggest any course by which the Indians C&A ber 
protected against their depraved appetites, other than that pro- 
posed in the preceding part of this report. All attempts to enforce 
the laws against the unprincipled men who furnish them with liquor 
haye thus far proved abortive, and I have ho reason to believe 

that the offenders will in future be less vigilant in evading the 
proof of their guilt. 

Sickness has been more prevalent on and around the neutral 
ground the past season than heretofore. The Indians,it is proper 
to say, have not been the exclusive victims of affliction, although 
from their habits and modes of life, more than a proportionate 
share of suffering has fallen to their lot. The medical aid se- 
cured to them under treaty stipulations was promptly and benefi- 
cially rendered; but owing to the impossibility of inducing them 
to follow the prescriptions of their Physician, a much larger 
number of deaths have occurred, and annually occur, than otherwise 
would be the case. Billious fevers, and fevers and chills, are 


the diseases from which they have most suffered. 
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The country owned and occupied by the Sioux or Dacotah na- 
tion of Indians is of vast extent. It stretches from the Mississip- 
pi to the Missouri, and from the northern line of the Neutral 
Ground to the head waters of the first mentioned river. As might 
be expected of a region with such extended bounds, and running 
into so high a northern latitude, there are portions of it which 
may be set down as entirely valueless, either as regards capacity 
for the support of an Indian population, or adaptation to farming 
or other purposes by the whites; stretches of marsh and prairie, 
destitute of game, and so inhospitable as to refuse more thana stint- 
e@ yield of the commonest products of the earth. Of many other 
sections, however, a far different picture is to be given - The 
lower division is described by reliable explorers as possessing 
great advantages, mineral as well as agricultural; and there can 
be little doubt, should the Indian title to the lands fronting 
on the Mississippi be extinguished, that the country would speedi- 
ly fill up with a hardy northern population. 

The Sioux, although of one family, are divided into several 
tribes, and reside at a great distance from each other. The aggre- 
gate strength of those embraced within my Superintendency is re- 
ported at something over nine thousand, but this enumeration is 
not to be strictly relied on. But a single tribe, viz: the Meda- 
wakantons, numbering over two thousand, and occupying the country 
in the immediate vicinity of Fort Snelling, receive annuities from 


the Government. It is the boast of these people that they have 
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ever been friendly to the whites, and it is certain that they have 
given but little trouble by outbreak or failure to perform their 
engagements with the government. Nomadic in their habits, and 
subsisting chiefly by the chase, it is not surprising that but limit- 
ed success has attended the efforts made to direct their attention 
to planting and agriculture. Much, however, i think, may be 6x- 
pected from perseverance, game, from its increasing scarcity, must 
soon become a precarious dependance, and then the cultivation 

of the soil must be resorted to as & measure of necessity, and 

in self defence. A strong desire exists among the Sioux to in- 
crease their annuities; and should the policy of tha government 
render the purchase of a portion of their lands desireable, either 
as a home for other Indian tribes, or for settlement by the whites 
the information I am in possession of leaves no doubt upon my mind 
that it might be easily effected. 

I beg leave to call the attention of the Department to a 
subject requiring the interposition of the government, and to which 
reference was made in the report submitted a year since by my pre- 
d@ecessor in office. From an examination of the report of the agent 
at St.Peters it will be seen that the half breeds and others, 
British subjects, residing on the Red River of the north, per- 
severe in their intrusions into the Sioux country, notwithstanding. 
Major Sumner, at the head of a military force, visited them in the 
summer of 1845, for the express purpose of cautioning them against 


a repetition of their practices. These men pursue the buffalo for 
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their hides, penetrate annually into the Sioux country in consid- 
erable numbers, and dispose of the evails of their hunts, to the 
trading posts belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company. They all 
reside on British soil, and should not be permitted to rob tribes 
with which our government has engagements of their means of sub- 
sistence, either for their own enrichment or that of the mammoth 
company whose agents they are understood to be. Until recently 
no notice has been taken of their intrusions upon our soil and ag- 
gressions upon the rights, of our Indians, which are represented 
as having been practised for several years; but now that the facts 
have come to light and have been communicated to the Department, 
it is hoped efficient measures will be adopted towards effecting 
the proper corrective. The number of animals slaughtered in the 
Sioux country the past spring is said to be incredibly great, 

even exceeding the estimates of former years. The Sioux justly 
complain of the injury which is thus inflicted upon them, the cf- 
fect being to deprive them of their chief dependence for subsistence 
or at least to render it uncertain and precarious. 

Much suffering is reported to have taken place the past 
winter among the more northern tribes, owing to the scarcity of 
buffalo, and destitution on the part of the Indians of guns, powder 
&e., with which to take small game; and apprehensions are enter- 
tained that a similar state of things may be looked for the en- 
suing winter. The same destitution still exists, and their corn 


crop is reported to be a total failure. Governmental aid to these 


| 
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tribes, however limited, would bring healing on its wings. They 
are truly objects of pity, and should not be permitted to starve 
or perish. 

Indulgence in the use of intoxicating liquors seems to be the 
besetting vice of the Indians; and the Sioux, although not so en- 
slaved by their appetites as the Winnebagoes, cannot be said to 
constitute an exception to the remark. They are blessed in the 
fact that their facilities for obtaining whiskey are but limited, 
owing to their remoteness from the white settlements, else drunk- 
enness would probably be as prevalen’s among them,as among their 
more southern neighbors. As it is, I am sorry I do not feel au- 
thorized to say that temperance is on the advance among them. 

The reports of Gen. J. B. Fletcher and Maj.Bruce, of the 
Winnebago and St Peters Agencies, are herewith transmitted, with 
the usual accompanying papers, to which, for information not con- 
tained in this communication, you are respectfully referred. 

The usual estimate of funds required by treaty stipulations 
for this Superintendency the ensuing year, accompanies this report. 
Very respectfully, 

I remain your Obt. servt., 
James Clarke. 
Hon. W. Medill, 
Comm'r Ind. Affairs 


War Department. 


